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PhD Prof. Eng. Gheorghe MOTCĂ on the 80
th

 Anniversary 

 

 

          

          Considering that we are both born in the same 
year, month and day and that I have a good knowledge 
of the extraordinary activity of our distinguished 
grassland scientist colleague, my anniversary evocation 

couldn’t be published without one of the same for my 
”cosmic brother” with a destiny so similar to mine.  

 

The eminent researcher and university professor Gheorghe Motcă, was 
born in 17 august 1941 in the Budișteni commune (current name Bogați) from 

Argeș County. After graduating the general and high school in the year 1959, he 
attended the courses of the Faculty of Agriculture from “Nicolae Bălcescu” 
Agronomic Institute, Bucharest, which he graduated in 1964, being awarded 
with the diploma of Agronomic Engineer. He was a distinguished student, 

standing out as a true researcher in permanent grasslands, a field in which he 
prepared and defended his graduation thesis. As a result, after graduation, he 
was hired through competition as a teacher at the institute where he continued 
his researches in the field of grassland science under the guidance of professors 

Costică Bărbulescu and Paul Burcea. In this institute he followed all the stages 
from preparatory to university professor, being titular professor for the academic 
courses “The culture of grasslands and forage plants”, “Orology/The Science of 
Mountains”, “Pratology/Grassland science” and “Biogeography” for students 

following different specialization in agriculture. 
He completed several specializations for 1-6 months in various 

educational and research institutions in the field of grasslands, forage plants and 
general agriculture in Novi Sad - Yugoslavia (1967), Changins - Switzerland 

(1973), Paris - Grignon - France and Gembloux - Belgium (1992-1994).  
In addition to the specific activity carried out at the department which 

basically was focused on the training of specialists with higher specialization in 
the field of grassland, expertise and project evaluation, academic and 

administrative management in education, Prof. Motcă carried out an extensive 
scientific research on the pastoral heritage found in the Argeș Hills, Făgărașului 
Depression, Bran Platform, Iezer - Păpușa Mountains, Romanian Plain and others. 

As a result, he carried out, with outstanding results, 46 educational and 

scientific research projects, in 14 of them being Project director (responsible). 
This remarkable activity developed in education and research was 

disseminated through the publication of 16 books as first or co-author, 13 
university/courses books and over 110 scientific papers published in our country 

and abroad. 
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Among these publications the most distinguished are the first syntheses 
concerning the research on grasslands from our country and there main areas of 
spread, namely: "Romanian meadows (typology and technology)" (1994) as first 

author, "The hilly meadows from Romania" (1987), for which The Romanian 
Academy awarded him the “Ion Ionescu de la Brad” prize (1990) and “The high 
mountain pastures” (1983), co-authored with prof. Costică Bărbulescu. 

The researches on grassland performed by Prof. Motcă covered a wide 

range of scientific concerns from the study of vegetation to the elaboration of 
technologies for improvement, ending with the use of grasslands with grazing 
animals. 

In summary, Prof. Gheorghe Motcă carried out an extensive scientific 

research activity from which we would like to mention: 
- The elaboration of the basic principles specific to grasslands typology 

that substantiated the geo-botanical, ecological and technological system, in 
collaboration with prof. Gheorghe Anghel; 

- The substantiation of knowledge related to the subject of solar energy 
conversion into dry matter yield for perennial grasses found in grasslands; 

- The development of multi-functionality principles for the grassy carpet 
found in permanent grasslands; 

- The improvement of hilly and mountain grasslands through surface 
measures, especially fertilization and over seeding; 

- The standardization of mixtures formed by grasses and perennial 
legumes from grasslands, the economic stage of exploitation, conversion of 

grass into animal production and others. 
Since the year he completed the specialization internship in Switzerland, 

he was elected as a member of the FAO Study Group for Mountain Grasslands 
in Europe. 

An outstanding merit in teaching activity was his nomination as doctoral 
supervisor in the field of “Agronomy”/since 1992, guiding 21 graduate students 
of this form of specialization. 

In the year 2002 he was elected as corresponding member of the Academy 

of Agricultural and Forestry Sciences "Gheorghe Ionescu-Șișești", Bucharest. 
All these special achievements of Prof. Dr. Eng. Gheorghe Motcă in the 

field of education and scientific research motivates us to wish him many healthy 
years from now on and to express our gratitude on behalf of our society and 

scientific journal for his contribution to the development of the Romanian 
pastoral heritage. 
 

Brașov, April 2021 
 

PhD Eng. Teodor Marușca 
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