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Ph.D. Teodor MARUȘCA at 80 years  

 

 

 

Motto: 
 
          ”The plants aren’t asking you to form sentences 
or to solve an equation, they are asking you to know 

them, to be affectionate and caring them constantly .” 
 

Arundhati ROY 

 

Great lover of the mountain vegetation, of the mountain, he is 
incontestable one of the greatest coryphaei of the Romanian grassland science 

and mountainology, his name being closely related with researches in the field 
of herbaceous vegetation from mountains and their use to the own benefit of the 
inhabitants from there. He was born on 17

th
 August 1941 in the locality Zece 

Hotare from the Mountains Pădurea Craiului, this name being as preordained to 

one that has no limit in his desire of knowing grassland vegetation and 
valorising it the interest of the humans.  

At a young age he had moved in Banat where he had attended all the 
levels of the school, graduating the Medium School no. 5 (this being the name 

of the high school at that time) in 1959. He became student of the Agriculture 
Faculty in the autumn of the same year after the admission exam. 

All the colleagues knew him due to his passion for the knowledge of the 
plants, being one of the students highly appreciated by our distinguished botany 

teacher PhD George BUJOREANU. Wherever we went he was looking for 
plants. Our Agrotechnics teacher, the academician Ieremia STAICU, carried us 
everywhere where he had experimental field plots and, of course, was asking us 
if we knew the plants. Teo MARUȘCA knew them all, to our surprise and 

teacher’s delight. 
He was known among colleagues also because he had a very nice voice 

and was sang wonderful, this thing being highly appreciated by us, being 
nationally laureated at students’ artistic festivals. 

At the graduation of the faculty, he was distributed in Banat region 
(according with the territorial organization of the country from that time) to 
GAS Greoni. After the administrative reorganization of the country and state 
farms he reaches at IAS Grădinari in the position of chef engineer where he was 

set two research fields on grasslands. 
In the summer of the year 1966 he takes an examination for a job in 

research. He succeeded this exam and from 13 December 1967 was employed at 
the Agricultural Research Station Măgurele Brașov. 



Romanian Journal of Grassland and Forage Crops (2021) 23                                                   8 

It is known his desire for knowledge and implication in scientific 
research by the authorities that’s why he succeeded to obtain a fellowship in 
Swiss (April - December 1969). This period had a decisive influence on his 

future activity, not only from scientific point of view due to the knowledge 
accumulation, but also due to his mentality. He was amazed by the Swiss people 
simplicity and rapidity in solving the current problems, as it results from his 
writings. 

Returned back in country he was appointed scientific secretary (1970 - 
1977) and laboratory coordinator (1974 - 1977) at SCCP Brașov. 

Because he had looked to apply in our country the Swiss principles he 
suffered. His researcher career was affected, being obliged to leave the research 

as a result of the troubles and hardships to which he was subjected because he 
was set up the Mountain Grasslands Research Base Blana – Bucegi (at 1800 m 
a.s.l.) without having the approval of the State Council of Planning from 
Bucharest (so!). During this period, he does a series of researches regarding the 

live weight gain yield in free grazing regime according to the Swiss model, the 
check of the perennial grasses and legumes species in hayfields and pastures 
grazed with sheep and cattle, and the ecology and typology of Nardus stricta 
grasslands. 

Forcing such a researcher to give up to the passion of his life, research 
where he had obtained great results, it makes us think of the truth attributed to 
A. EINSTEIN: ”Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and 
I'm not sure about the universe.”. 

He also had some research activity during this period of time, but the 17 years of 
full professional maturity in which he was forced to carry out mainly other 
activities was a great loss for the grassland science research from our country. 

He was activated a while at IAS Prejmer, succeeding in 1982 to defend 

his doctoral thesis. In 1987 was employed at SCCCES Perieni Vaslui, in 1991 at 
ICPCC Brașov, in 1993 at IM Cristian Sibiu and finally in 1995 he returned to 
the Institute of Grasslands where during 2009 - 2017 he is general manager and 
where he still works when I write these lines. 

He had returned to where he really belonged, resuming his work 
determined as if to recover the years in which he was forced to have mainly 
other activities. And the results are appropriate, some for the first time, such as: 
outlining of some mountain gradients of grassland productivity, elaboration of a 

guide for grassland management planning, elaboration of a guide of good 
practices on permanent grasslands and pastoralism, first study of agroforestry 
systems in Romania, evaluation of the grasslands yields based on floristic 
surveys and others. 

During the entire research period he is coordinator in five projects in 
value of 5 million lei (RON) and collaborator in 6 international projects. 
Synthesizing he had significantly contributed to: the research ecology of the 
species Nardus stricta and the elaboration of technologies for the for the 

improvement of the grasslands dominated by this species; improvement of the 
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traditional grassland mobile night enclosures system for the grazing animals; 
assessment of the animal live gain weight; introduction if cultivation system and 
inbreeding of the species Phalaris arundinacea; analysis of the behaviour of 

perennial grasses and legumes varieties; researches regarding the behaviour of 
the calves and lams on pasture; researches regarding the biology of the species 
Colchicum autumnale; improvement and management of the subalpine 
grasslands; researches regarding the compatibility of the perennial grasses seeds 

and cereals with chemical fertilizers for the realisation of anti-erosion mixtures; 
grassland inventory; researches regarding the conservation of biodiversity. 

All these activities were synthesized in books, academic books (being 
associated professor at Transilvania University Brașov), 8 brochures, 202 

scientific works (of which 44 published abroad), 60 scientific abstracts, 450 
popularization papers in various agricultural journals. 

These activities brought him a series of academic awards (five) as well 
as recognition, being a full member of ASAS, AOS-R correspondent and in 

many other scientific bodies. 
An important and appreciated activity was that of referring 66 doctoral 

theses, being invited in this position by doctoral supervisors from the 
Universities of Agricultural Sciences, where he was always warmly received 

because he talked to doctoral students and giving them wise advices. 
He travelled a lot abroad and that was very useful. A book with travel 

impressions would be very interesting. 
The job troubles and the immense pains of fate couldn’t win this daring 

man from Bihor, so from now on I wish him to be healthy, to walk through the 
mountains and to fill his heart with the beauties of the landscapes and plants that 
he loves so much. 

Richard OSMAN wrote: “From an age you can do almost anything that 

comes to your mind. Nobody discourages you, except your doctors and your 
children”. 
  

Happy Birthday and good health! 
 

Prof. univ. em. Dr. Eng. Dr. H.c. Alexandru Pavel Moisuc 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


