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PhD Eng. Eugen CERNELEA (1921 - 2007) 

a great prato-technician and pastoralist 
 

Born on April 24, 1921 in the village of Parcani, Rezina, on Nistru river 

right coast, Orhei county, in the former Romanian province of Bessarabia, today 

the Republic of Moldova, from parents who came from an old family of 

breeders with an ancestor who reached the royal rank of cupbearer. 

After finishing the primary school, he attended 4 high school classes and 

another 4 years the courses of the National School of Viticulture, Oenology and 

Horticulture in Chisinau. 

In 1939 he followed the Faculty of Agronomy in Chisinau, after which, 

following the tragic events that took place in the summer of 1940, he continued 

his University studies in Timișoara and Iași, obtaining the diploma of 

agronomist engineer in 1944. In 1945 he was appointed as head of the 

Sarmizegetusa pastoral agricultural district, where he worked until 1949 when 

he was transferred to the county agricultural directorate Hunedoara as head of 

service with pasture and hay problems. 

Between 1960 and 1962 he worked in the Ministry of Agriculture with 

the same concerns about grassland culture, after which he returned to the 

Agricultural Directorate as head of service and then director of the Enterprise 

for the Improvement and Exploitation of Grasslands and head of the Feed 

Quality Control Laboratory in the same county until 1982 when he retired. 

The highly complex activity of Phd Eng. Eugen CERNELEA, extended 

over six decades, as a red thread, has been conducted exclusively in the field of 

grassland and pasture culture, producing over 120 published works (studies, 

researches, technical guidance, topics popularization, etc.). 

PhD thesis entitled "Study on the grasslands from Hațeg Basin", under 

the guidance of Prof. Costică BĂRBULESCU, held in 1974 at the Agronomic 

Institute "N. Bălcescu” from Bucharest, is a reference model for the typology 

and improvement of grasslands in our country. 

A good part of the results of this thesis was included in the book 

"Culture and exploitation of mountain meadows", where together with Eng. 

Cristian BISTRICEANU he makes a first synthesis of these meadows in 3 parts 

with 12 chapters: Vegetation of mountain meadows (Situation of meadows; 

Conditions of vegetation; Knowledge and description of grasslands); The 

technology of grassland cultivation (Recovery of forested surfaces; Protection of 

vegetation and soil; Correction and maintenance of soil fertility of grassland; 

Restoration of grassy carpet of degraded grasslands.); Exploitation of mountain 

meadows (Organization and record of the pastoral fund; Use of meadows; 

Pastoral constructions and arrangements; Organization and functioning of 

pastoral cantons; Mountain pastoral economy). 

This book is for the scientific and technological literature a unique and 

complex approach of the Romanian mountain pastoral heritage from vegetation, 

methods of improving and maintaining the grass carpet, the organization and 
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rational use of the grasslands along with constructions and pastoral 

arrangements for human comfort and animals well-being. 

I met the pastoral concerns of PhD Eng. Eugen CERNELEA in 2001 

during the 19th Symposium of the Society of Agrarian History and Retrology in 

Romania (SIRAR) with the theme "Agrosilvopastoral Fund and Animal 

Breeding" organized in Brasov, where he presented the work "Grazing in the 

Retezat Mountains". 

With a very large volume of unpublished data on grassland field, I 

suggested to the author to summarize and include them in a book, which 

appeared in 2004 under the title "Pastures and grazing in the Retezat National 

Park". 

I have prefaced with great pleasure this book which I consider 

particularly important for its concise data on the 45 distinct pastures of Retezat 

regarding: belonging, surface, neighborhoods, altitude limits, rocks, gorges, 

woody and grassy vegetation, support capacity, itinerary animal movement, 

construction, shelter, outbreak and many other useful data. 

In summary, the pastures in the Retezat National Park with an area of 

almost 15,000 ha located between 1,000 - 2,457 m altitude, can support 26,000 

sheep, 2,700 cattle and 170 horses totaling 6,400 UVM, respectively with a load 

of 0.34 UVM / ha in the area with special protection and 0.54 UVM / ha in the 

buffer zone for an average grazing period of 70 days. 

All these very complex studies on the pastoral heritage recorded in a 

human life with so much work, passion and devotion, were handed over to 

posterity by PhD Eng. Eugen CERNELEA, whom we called it "The Patriarch of 

Romanian Meadows" on the occasion of reaching the age of 80 years at the 

SIRAR Symposium in Brasov 

He died on March 1, 2007, leaving behind a remarkable work as a 

scientist and a perfect practitioner in the complex field of pastoral heritage. 
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