
 
 

 

PhD prof. ERDELYI STEFAN 
(1928 – 2010) 
 
PhD prof. Erdelyi Stefan – was 

born in Beiuş, Bihor County on August 16, 
1928. He spent the childhood in Beiuş 
commune, which strongly influenced the 
formation of his personality, being a man 
attached to the village and its values, with a 
special respect for those who work the land. 

Between the years 1941 and 1949 he 
attended the courses of the theoretical lyceum 
with teaching in Hungarian language from 
Oradea, after that he completed his studies 
during the period 1948 - 1953 by attending 
the courses of the Faculty of Agrotechnics in 

Cluj. At graduation he was assigned as a Preparator at the Department of 
Phytotechnology of the Cluj Agricultural Institute since 1954. 

At this department he completed his professional training such that in 
1957 he was promoted as a university assistant, and from 1964 he was head of the 
Department of Agrofitotechnics, the discipline of Production and Preservation of 
Fodder. The Revolution of 1989 finds him as a lecturer at the same discipline, and 
immediately after 1990 he was promoted to the rank of professor. He retired in 
1994. 

Regarding the didactic activity, he acquired a rich experience over time, 
generations of students appreciated his didactic skill especially in practical works 
he performs in field and laboratory at a high level, with passion and love. 

He published over 20 teaching papers: Practical Guides and courses 
focused on the production and preservation of feed, as well as courses on tropical 
and subtropical plant culture technology reserved for foreign students, or 
determining the recognition of plants after their vegetative organs. 

He was a man of a great quality. His major concern was how to help 
those around him, teachers and students alike. Among all the people I knew he 
certainly was the most disinterested in which concerns the material part of human 
existence. 

He was a devoted servant of the Cluj Agronomy, being extremely tied to 
the Agronomic Institute, its values and traditions. He was not a theorist, but he 
loved much practical farming. From him, they learned how to make a pasture 
survey, learn the floral report, the importance and value of grassland productions. 
Along with him and, of course, the staff at the Department of Fodder Production 
and Preservation, they have carried out many floristic studies in Harghita and 
Covasna County, and in the years 1991-1992 in the Satu Mare and Maramures 
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County. Next to us were also colleagues from the pedology department who 
conducted the soil studies. 

The professor Stefan Erdelyi was the one who conceived and conducted 
these studies that can serve as a model for those who want to make pastoral 
arrangements today. 

The scientific activity has materialized in over one hundred scientific 
papers published in prestigious magazines in the country and abroad, making 
important contributions to the fields of praticultura and pratotehnicii. He has also 
made important contributions in the field of biology and culture techniques of 
fodder species, with the study of biology and technology of the species 
Onobrychis viciifolia. 

Should be remarked also the contributions made by the complex 
researches - floristic, vegetation, technological - carried out on the hills and 
mountains of Transylvania. Numerous papers have addressed aspects of the 
productivity of various meadows ecosystems, their reaction to nitrogen fertilizers 
and nitrogen metabolism, the dynamics of the flora composition of meadows, 
methods of improvement. 

He was a man of a well-done work, a specialist who successfully 
combined the didactic and scientific work, which gaved him the respect and 
esteem of teachers, students, researchers and farmers. 

 
 

 PhD prof. Ioan ROTAR 
President of RSG 
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