
PHD ENG. SIMTEA NICOLAE (1932 – 1992) 
A BRILLIANT RESEARCHER IN GRASSLAND CULTURE 

 
He was born in the village of Iscroni, which belongs to the town of 

Petroşani in the Land of Momarlani, as a worthy livestock. 
After graduating the 4th primary classes in the native village and 5 

classes at the high school from Petrosani, he attended the courses of the 
Agricultural Technical School in Lugoj and then the Faculty of Agriculture 
of the University of Craiova, which he graduated with the maximum 
qualification in 1956. 

He was appointed to be specialist in the agricultural administration 
from the district and the region until 1964 when he became a researcher at 
the Laboratory for Grassland Research from the Station for Fruit-Growing 
from Geoagiu, Hunedoara County. 

As a result of the outstanding results obtained in the field of 
combating invasive wood vegetation on meadows with the help of 
arboricides and standardization of mixtures of grasses and perennial legumes 
for sowing meadows, in 1970 he made a 6-month specialization in 
Switzerland in the field of fodder production, followed by documentary 
visits to Germany, France and Poland. 

Since in 1969, I also had an eight-month training on the mountain 
farming in Switzerland, we decided in 1970 with Dr. Simtea, who was on 
specialization at thar time, to gather materials in order to write a book about 
the grassland culture of the country where we performed the specialization 
together with ing. Vasile Şerban, the first trainee before us in 1968. 

It is the special merit of Prof. Gheorghe Anghel from the Agronomic 
Institute in Bucharest, the head of the "Grassland and Fodder Plant" within 
ICCPT - Fundulea, who proposed us and also to Dr. Ian Caputa from the 
Federal Agriculture Agency in Lausanne, the head of the "FAO Group for 
the Mountain Pastures", who guided us during our training sessions. 

After the trainee graduation of the three authors mentioned before, 
between the years 1968 and 1970, in 1971 I wrote the book "The 
improvement of the meadows in Switzerland", published in 1972 at the 
"Ceres" Publishing House from the series Agriculture around the Earth 
Globe, the first of its kind in the field of grassland science. 

The paper addresses the main aspects of improving and using 
grasslands in the chapters: The situation of agriculture in the Swiss 
economy; Fodder production; Current systems for improving and exploiting 
grasslands; Mixed use of meadows; Scientific research on grassland 
improvement and introduction of advanced agricultural technology into 
Swiss production. 

Romanian Journal of Grassland and Forage Crops (2018)18 7

Marusca T.



Among the period when we edited the book, I have noted the high 
professionalism, the power of synthesis and dedication for the field of 
grassland cultivation of Dr. Simtea, without which I would not have finished 
writing the book. 

In 1972 he obtained the title of "Doctor in agronomy" with the thesis 
entitled "Dynamics of the grass in land deforested of Querceto-Carpinetum 
type" at the "N. Bălcescu "in Bucharest, under the scientific guidance of 
Prof. Gheorghe Anghel. 

The author of the thesis is not strictly speaking about the dynamics of 
grubbing after deforestation, carrying out for the first time studies and 
researches on combating arboricides of harmful wood vegetation, 
spontaneous sprouts dissemination, grassland sowing with mixtures and 
suitable fertilization depending on the static conditions and way of use. 

Once with the establishment of the Central Research Center for 
Grassland Culture of Braşov in the year 1969 and its transformation into a 
institute in 1981, Dr. Nicolae Simtea has reached all the scientific degrees to 
the first degree of scientific researcher by the year 1990. 

In addition to the research work that has materialized in 132 
publications, the result of it’s intense experimentation, Dr. Nicolae Simtea 
was part of the Scientific and Administrative Council of the Institute, the 
committee for the coordination of the thematic plan, the Editorial Board of 
the publication "Scientific papers "and in the commission for attestation and 
award of scientific degrees. 

In December 1992, just when he was celebrating his birthday he 
passed away, before the time. 

For Romanian science in the field of grassland and those who I met 
closely, Dr. Nicolae Simtea remains a brilliant example of experimentation, 
scientific probity, dedication, fairness and perfect moral conduct. 

 
PhD eng. Teodor MARUȘCA 

Technical Director of ICD Grassland - Brașov 
General Secretary of SRP 
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