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PhD GHEORGHE ANGHEL (1910 - 1986) 

AN ILLUSTRIOUS BOTANIST AND PRATOLOG 

 
   

 Professor Gheorghe 

Anghel, honorary member of ASAS, 

was born on March 27, 1910 in 

Ciugud, Alba County. After 

attending primary school in his 

native village and high school 

“Mihai Viteazul” in Alba Iulia in 

1929 as head of promotion he 

attended the Academy of Agronomic 

Studies in Cluj which he graduated in 

1934 as head of promotion, obtaining 

diploma of agronomist with 

“distinction”. 

 After finishing his military 

service in the fall of 1935 he began 

his professional activities in Banat at 

the Research Institute for Agriculture 

Cenad (I.C.A.R. network) where, in 

1936 he was appointed assistant to 

the Research Station for Plant 

Breeding and Seed Control, Cluj. 

 As a result of his 

exceptional professional training and 

his qualities as research scientist 

with great perspectives, he was sent 

in 1938 and 1939 to training for 

questions regarding subjects as 

botany, pasture and meadow, plant 

breeding, seed control and others at 

the Faculty of Agriculture, 

Polytechnic of Munich – Germany. 

After his return and the earning of the 

PhD title, in 1940, with the thesis 

“Contributions experimental 

technics with grain varieties”, he 

continued his activity as research 

scientist in Research Station for 

Agriculture from Câmpia Turzii and 

Bucharest, also occupying 

management positions. In 1948 he 

was appointed head of the new 

Research Station for Seed Control, 

from 1960 to 1969 was chief of 

pastures and meadows department of 

the former ICAR and ICCA, after 

which he kept his activity in higher 

agricultural education, in Bucharest, 

until his retirement in 1975. 

 He began the academic 

activities at 31 years old when he was 

appointed lecturer at the pastures and 

meadows department of Faculty of 

Agronomy from Bucharest where in 

1948 he was appointed professor at 

the Faculty of Animal Husbandry. 

 I first met prof. Gheorghe 

ANGHEL in 1964 at Agronomical 

Institute from Cluj, during the 

Scientific Festival for students of 

biology and agriculture, where he 

was a member in the examination 

committee, with prof. Alexandru 

BUIA, rector of the University of 

Craiova and prof. Emil ROSU rector 

of the Agronomic Institute of Iasi, 

where I presented a paper entitled 

“Flora and vegetation of grasslands 

from Jebel and Sânmihaiul Român 

and methods of their improvement”, 

winner of the third prize in the 

country. It was, for me, the 

beginning of a longer period of 

mentoring and support especially 

with my employment in research 
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(1967), training in Switzerland 

(1969) and PhD studies (1972-1982) 

in agricultural botany, with the thesis 

entitled “Geobotanic and typological 

studies of Nardus sp. grasslands 

from Brasov County”, where he was 

my scientific leader, for which I was 

grateful and thankful. Throughout 

his life, prof. Gheorghe ANGHEL 

carried out important research 

activities alongside with his activity 

in agricultural higher education, 

resulted by books as first author: 

”Grassland Culture“ Ed. 

Agrosilvica, 1967; “Geobotanica” 

Ed. Ceres, 1971; “Grasslands from 

Bran Platform” Casa agronomului 

Braşov, 1977; “The weeds in 

agricultural crops and their 

combating” Ed. Ceres, 1972; 

“Intensive grassland“ Ed. Ceres, 

1984 and others. 

 One of the latest 

achievements of Prof. Gheorghe 

ANGHEL was the coordinating of 

synthesis “Grasslands in the 

Romanian Carpathians” 10th volume 

of scientific works of the Research 

and Production Institute for 

Grasslands - Brașov, published in 

1986, just before his death. Prof. 

Gheorghe ANGHEL can be 

considered, the founder of the 

Central Research Station for 

Grasslands, founded in 1969, based 

on the Research Station for 

Agriculture Măgurele - Brașov, the 

first institution of its kind in the 

country. 

 Besides his essential 

contribution to the development of a 

unified research program in 

grasslands at country level, he 

guided and perfected researchers 

thought PhD thesis and especially he 

managed to send many researchers 

for training in Switzerland. 

 One of his closest disciples 

of USAMV Bucharest, Prof. Costică 

BĂRBULESCU “in memoriam” 

make the following confession: 

“Professor Gheorghe ANGHEL has 

created and left as legacy a school of 

Romanian agricultural botany, for 

studying the grasslands, weeds and 

seeds, which the survivors have the 

duty to preserve and take her to the 

level saw by their illustrious teacher 

and master. But above all, as a 

teacher he taught into the 

consciousness of his students, the 

love for his chosen profession, for 

nature, for the motherland, seed 

them into their hearts and thoughts, 

the unquenchable flame of 

knowledge”. With these exceptional 

achievements, the followers of Prof. 

Gheorghe ANGHEL which knew 

and cherished him are keeping him in 

memory and they placed him the 

pantheon of our great predecessors in 

grasslands science. 

 Dr. ing. Teodor MARUȘCA 

General Manager of ICDP- Brașov 

General Secretary of SRP 

Marusca T. et al.

Marusca T. et al.

Romanian Journal of Grassland and Forage Crops (2015)12


