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DIRECTIVE (CE) No 1782/2003 
Flemish farmers tried to reduce 
their "permanent grassland" (EC 
definition), because they have in to 
keep their area "permanent 
grassland" equal and only when 
they sow the same are with a new 
grass/ clover mixture for another 5 
years, they may plough an old 
sward of the same area. 

Because of the EC Birds and 
Habitat Directives, ED Member 
states must indicate areas for 
these purposes. In Flanders, the 

CONCLUSIONS 

Grassland will continue to 
be an important form of land use in 
Europe, but with increased 
diversity in management objectives 
and systems used. There are 
opportunities for adding value by 
exploiting positive health 
characteristics in animal products 
from grassland and through the 
delivery of environmental benefits. 
The evolution of policies that seek 
to enhance the environmental 
performance of agriculture will 
present major challenge to farmers, 
the agro-food industry, trade 
relations and policy makers. This 
will involve reconciling the trade­
offs between the need to increase 
agricultural production to provide 
food and other agricultural 
produCts and servites at affordable 

policy makers will register 
Historically Permanent Grassland. 
It means that these grassland may 
not been ploughed up and be kept 
in the situation of today. An area 
which is adapted for these 
purposes is the grassland region 
around leper "the Moeren", the 
region where the soldiers in World 
War I fought and died with 
hundreds of thousands. In the 
Flemish region some 60.000 ha 
will be nominated as historically 
permanent. 

prices, addressing the social 
concerns of rural communities, 
while enhancing environmental 
conditions in agriculture and 
expanding trade. 
The European agricultural policy is 
not simple and needs to 
accommodate also social and 
environmental requirements. Even 
for grassland it is very difficult to 
create a good frame for its 
different tasks (1) the provision of 
forage for livestock, (2) protection 
and conservation of soil and water 
resources, (3) furnishing a habitat 
for wildlife, both flora and fauna 
and (4) contribution to the 
attractiveness of the landscape; 
Nevertheless it is the only crop, 
able to fulfil so many tasks and to 
fit so many requirements. 

14 Romanianjoumal o/Grasslands and Forage Crops (2010) 1 



Grasslands for ruminants Role of grassland in Belgian agriculture 

Acknowledgments 
This work is a part of a research project "Improvement of yield and 
quality of grasslands" at ILVO Plant. We thank the accredited 
laboratory ofing. C. Van WAES, for the chemical analyses. 

REFERENCES 

1. CARLIER L. (1974) Comparison of the feeding value of diploid and 
tetraplOId rye grass varieties. Doctoral thesis University of Gent 
(Belgium), 169 page; 

2. CARLIER L., VAN WAES C. and MESTDAGH I. (2003) Management of 
agricultural ecosystems and carbon storage balance. Buletinul USAMV­
CN, 59: 1-6; 

3. CARLIER L., DE VLIEGHER A. and ROTAR, I. (2005) Importance and 
functions of European Grasslands. Buleon USAMV-CN 61: 17-26; 

4. COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1782/2003 establishing common 
rules for direct support schemes under the common agricultural policy. 
Official Journal of the EU of 21.10.2003 L 270/1- 69; 

5. COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1973/2004 laying down detailed 
rules for the application of Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003. Official 
Journal of the EU of20.11.2004 L345/1-134; 

6. DIRECTIVE 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of water 
against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources. Official 
Journal of the EU of31.12.1991 L/375-384; 

7. ERNST P., LE Du Y.L.P., and CARLIER L. (1980) Animal and sward 
production under rotational and continuous grazing management - A 
critical appraisal. Proc. Int. Symp. Europ. Grassld Fed. Wageningen: 119-
126; 

8. VERBRUGGEN I. and CARLIER L. (1996) Nutrient balance sheets in 
Flanders: a valuable parameter for dairy farming. Meststoffen: 23-29 

9. WILKINS R. J. and VIDRIH T. (2000) Grassland for 2000 and beyond. 
Proceedings 18th General Meeting of the European Grassland Federation, 
Aalborg: 9-17; 

10.RoTAR I. and CARLIER L. (2005) Cultura Paji~tilor. Editura 
Risoprint, Cluj-Napoca, 321 page. 

RomanianJoumal a/Grasslands and Forage Crops (2010) 1 15 



Romanian loumal of Grasslands and Forage Crops (2010) 1 

16 


